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2007 - 2008

Public Art goes On the Verge

On the Verge is an innovative and exciting public art project which brings art to people in four estates surrounding Central Milton Keynes : Fishermead, Conniburrow, Oldbrook and  Bradwell Common.  

The project launches on 8 May 2008, with the display of 10 banners marking road gateways on the four estates.  

On the Verge has been initiated and managed by artist Myriam Metcalf with support from a group of local representatives who have knowledge and an interest in the four participating estates. 

On the Verge believes that public art is for people and has taken an innovative approach, engaging the community in defining what they feel represents their neighbourhood. Four local artists led digital photography workshops with local schools and community groups.  The workshop participants were invited to use photography to illustrate how they felt about their estate and what made their neighbourhood special.  

Following on from this community consultation, five national artists, Boyd & Evans, Judy Foote, Taslim Martin, James O’Hanlon and Ruth Spaak, were invited to create a set of large temporary banners, inspired by the ideas generated by the workshop participants.

Milton Keynes based artists Boyd & Evans have created banners to celebrate the place and people of Oldbrook. One banner highlights the urban layout, architecture and the open spaces and the other shows images of children from Oldbrook First School. This work has a particular resonance for the artists because they lived in Oldbrook from 1987 to 1997.
One of the other commissioned artists, Ruth Spaak said  ‘I think banners should have a strong, heraldic, iconic identity- they should be easy to ‘read’ and understand and I have tried to underline the positive upbeat qualities which the Conniburrow area warrants.’ 

On the Verge Project Manager Myriam Metcalf said ‘When walking or driving around Central Milton Keynes it is difficult for visitors and newcomers to identify these estates, the banners will facilitate navigation while at the same time landmarking and livening up the main gateways to these neighbourhoods. Milton Keynes is in many ways a misunderstood town, those who do not live there dismiss it as the land of roundabouts and concrete cows.  The banners produced by the artists reflect a completely different perception of the city and their neighbourhood.’
The On the Verge banners will be on display until the end of 2008.

END

Notes for the Editor

Launch event :-

· Thurs 8 May 2008 1pm - 3pm Kernow Crescent, Fishermead




2pm - 4pm Salvation Army Hall, Ransomes Avenue, Conniburrow

All the artists and the On the Verge steering group will be at the launch.

A minibus will be available to take people on a circular route past the banner sites between 1.45pm and 2.45pm
The project was made possible by the support of:

Abbey Charitable Trust, The National Lottery, Midsummer Housing, Campbell Park Parish Council, Local Network Fund and Milton Keynes Community Foundation.

And Kind support is acknowledged from: 

Milton Keynes Council, Culture MK, the Print Foundation, Inter-Action MK,  Routes2Success and Make a Difference.

Artists and banner sites

Boyd and Evans at Evans Gate, Oldbrook

Taslim Martin at Pentewan Place, Fishermead
James O’Hanlon at Hampstead Gate, Bradwell Common

Ruth Spaak at Mallow Gate, Conniburrow

Judy Foote  at Kernow Crescent, Fishermead and Mallow Gate local park, Conniburrow

For images and further information

www. …………
Kathy Santiago  - 07720390305  
Myriam Metcalf at myriam.metcalf@btclick.com 

(On the Verge invitation attached)




